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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, | 





A Compendium of a Discourse, de- 
livered in Atkinson, N. H. on the morning of the 4th 


Sabhath in June, 1822. By Hosea Bavtos, of 


Boston. 

“ As for my people, children are their oppressors, and 
women rule over them, O my people, they which 
lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy 
*—Isaiah ini 12. 

In consequence of their fully and transgression, the | 
house of Israel was reduced to the miserable condition 
of a family, in which the natural and reasonable gov- 
ernment of the hueband and the father becomes sub- 


paths. 


erted and passes into the hands of the mother and} 
diphindg el ce te Bay uith — by which they become one flesh. 


children. In such a condition, the soundness of under- 
standing, the wisdom of experience, which, under the | 
perental government of the father, ought always to con- 
trou! the misguided desires of the wife and mother 
well as the puerile fancies and imaginations of children, | 


forsakes the family circle, while order, regularity, econ- | 


omy, with every thing else desirable, give place to ir- 
regularity, profusion and wretchedness. 
condition of the house of Israel, as described by the 
prophet in our context as follows; ‘* For, behold, t 
Lord, the Lord of hosts, doth take away from Jerus 
lem and from Judah, the stay and the staff, the who 
stay of bread, and the whole stay of water, the mighty 
man and the man of war, the judge and the prophet, ; 


and the prudent and the ancient, the captain of filty, 










aod the Lonorable man, and the counsellor, and the | 
And { will! 


give children to be their princes, and babes shall re a 
a 


cunning artificer, and the eloquent orator. 


over them. 
one by another, and every one by his neighbor: 


And the people shall be oppressed every 


and the base against the honorable.” 
Whether we contemplate the evils here set forth, in | 
relation tocommunity at large,or confine them to the var- 


row circle of a particular family, the principal features | 


are the same as to principle, and the ruin in the one 
case very exactly corresponds with the evils in the 
other. 

As to principle, this evil is of the same character with 
all other evils, it grows out of the perversion of what, 
in itself, is good. There is no evil in the world that 
does not stand on this principle. In nature and her! 
laws we are furnished with every thing for our comfort 
and happiness; but by a perversion of what is good we 
bring evil upon ourselves, as we read of Israe) in our 
context: ** The show of their countenance doth witness 
against them, and they declare their sin as Sodom, they 
hide it not: woe unto their soul for they have rewarded 
evil unto themselves.” 

The natural love which parents feel and exercise 
towards their children is a good principle in man; 
and when it is cultivated and directed by wisdom and 
prudenee it is a source of the sweetest pleasure which 
flows to bless the family circle. It holds the reigns of 
that government, which, with ease and mildness, con 
trols the passions, moderates the desires and regulates 


the fancy of childhood and youth ; and at the same 
time is the protection and safety of the weak and oth- 
But wheo this parental offection is 
permitted to act without the direction of wisdom and 
prudence, it then becomes weak and indulgent ; 


wise defenceless., 


tbe, 


«quently grow from this perversion, we should find our 


| we should see that most of the evils which become the 
| bane of society owe their origin to this perversion of 





jin ust 


ast | merable streams issue which fertilize and bless, not only 
| the family circle, but community at large. 


Such was the | 
cee aoe ie, | Gnds herself provided for and protected by it, and the 


the | 
child shall behave himself proudly against the ancient, | 


ernment from the hands of husbands and fathers ; 


| presents an aspect similar to the condition of the peo- 


' brief representations to which we have just a(tended. 
Husbands and fathers have little or nothing to do, res | 


/means, and by their merchandise and labor to procure 


child must be gratified in alfits fancied wants, and the 
more it is indulged the more extravagant are its desires, 
and the more restless and uneasy it becomes. In the 
room of being governed, it now governs, in the room of 
being controled by its parents, the parents are now its 
slaves. This government is absolute tyranny, and those 
_who have unwisely and imprudently submitted to it are 
‘sorely oppressed by it. Should we go on to describe 
the evils to both parents and children, which too fre- 


hearts bleeding at the horrible scene presented, and 


| parental Jove. 

Again, the kind author of our nature has implanted 
hat principle of love, which causes a man to for- 
sake his father and his mother and to cleave to his 
This love 
lis the foundation on which the vast superstructor of 

| society is raised; it is the fountain from which innu- 


When this 
love is combined with a sound understanding and di- 
rected hy the wisdom of experience and descernment, 
the family is blessed under its government, the wife 


p of Eden never blossomed with more fragrant 
nor teemed with sweeter fruit, But let this 
t it degenerate into blind 
the directions of sound 
ue way of discretion, 
its weakness, and 
rt and protection, 
she will rmenial slave; now. 
man ceases to” anrules, Where now 
the fragrant flowers and sweet fruits of Eden? The 
very ground is cursed and briers, thorns, and thistles 
| infest the soil! 









ess, let) 
‘wisdom and 
jand the wi 
in reom of 


It is not the work of the preacher, at this time, to 
| find fault with women and children for wresting the gov- 
but 
he will contend that husbands and fathers are blame- 
worthy for suffering such a perversion to be effected. 


The state of religion, in our country and in our times 


ple addressed in our text, and corresponds with the | 


specting the affairs of religion, only to exert all their 


so fatigued with the nonscence and blasphemy which 
are frequently combined in the horrid representations 


of a hereafter hell, as to choose to stay at home and 
read the scriptures, wives and children are taught by 
their priests to consider them as impious, enemies to 
God and religion, and on their direct way to eternal 
misery. And such ere the prejudices occasioned by 
clerical influence, in the minds of wives, 4s frequently 
to induce them to give their husbands no peace if they 
go to a meeting, where more liberal sentiments are in- 
culcated, than those in which they have bren taught ; 
and such is the weakness of too many husbands as to 
give up their own liberty and submit to such contro); 
The Saviour, in one of jis parables, speaks of such a 
busbandy who spid ; **] bave married a wife; and the re- 
fore | cannot come.” If this man had duly regarded 
the divine declaration to Eve; ‘* Thy desire shall be to 
thy husband and he shall rule over thee,” he would not 
have made suchareply; he might have gone to the 
supper to which he had been invited, and graced the 
company with the presence of a dutiful wife. But 
wives, who will listen to the insinuations of superstitious 
priests, contrary to the good sense of their husbands, 
will be unreasonable enough to compell their husbands, 
if possible, to yield to their dictations. 

These priests are spoken of in our text, as those whe 
lead the people and canse them to err. Our Saviour — 
spake of such leaders; ‘‘if the blind lead the blind, 
both fall into the ditch.” Our text intimates that peo- 
ple would not err so egregiously if it were not for the 
influence of those who lead them. And the truth of 
this is obvious, for it is certain that men Githont any 
one to instruct or lead them would never have invent- 
ed the errora which have been coutrived up in schools, 
councils and synods. But, men who devote al] their 
time and all the léarning acquired at colleges to syste- 
malize the inventions of their fathers, and who are Iqok- 
ed up to as leaders and guides, can very easily impose 
on women and children and lead them into error. Go 
to the western forests and to rivers unexplored, except 
by the rude, uucultivated savege, and you will Gnd no 
such abominable superstitions as represent our Creator 
a Being of infinite partiality, electing, from all cternity, 
some only of the human race to everlasting life, and 
predestinating the rest to endless, unmercifu) punis!.- 
ment. You will meet with none wlio believe, that for 
the transgression of an individual the Almighty become 


| wrathful with the whole human race, and so vindictive 


as to require an infinite sacrifice to appease his ven- 
geance. You will find nothing so unreasonable as the 





money, which they must submit to the disposal of their | 
wives and children, who are engaged in the support of | 
religion. Generally speaking, husbands and fathers ' 
must go to meeting where their wives and children 
choose, and they, in conscience, cannot go where their 
vanity and pride, the one hand fitid no food, o 

where a blind enthusiasm, on the other, does not invite | 


on 


them. 
to this 
differently denominated, all having the same scheme in 


For the purpose of giving consistency and force 


oppression, women are formed into societies, 
Young females are formed into societies for the 
All these move onward in this system 
of oppres-ion; while philosophy, sound reason and sage 
experience are all compelled to give way to uureasona- 


view, 
same purpose. 


ble degmas, blind superstition and an enthusiasm bor- 


dering ov and leading to madness. Jf husbands and 


fathers become so much disgusted at the foolish con- 





tradictions which they generally hear from pulpite, and 


fst born. 


Jearned doctors of the church have inculcated, by re- 
presenting the divine Being as working a miracle in 
, giving power to the sin of Adam to change his and our 

nature, so that we are all totally depr: + ed when we are 
You will not find any thing so totally stu- 
pid as the abominable notion that wickedness renders 
men happier in this world than reasonable obedience to 
But those whe 
are cousidered to be learned guides, make it their whole 
business to instijl these and many more errors into the 


the wise requirements of our Creator, 


minds of women and children, and thereby canse them 
to err. 

‘These ministers of error, these blind guides are spoken 
of by St. Paul as follows; “* For of this sort ore they 
which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women," 
These deceivers seldom go to a bouse if they know the 
husband is within ; they will improve the cppertunity 
when he is aft-hias At this time they en- 
ter inte houses to calechise women and children. The 


daily business. 











té 


eee wer ea wee ree 





espect they wear, the solemn modulation of their vol- 
ces, the terrors of eternal damnation which they bold 
at to mothers and children serve to awaken their fears, 
and to cez-e them to tremble for their future 
on the other hand 
ther wnwery 
cern they feel for the 
come for the sole purpose of beg te 
eterna! safety. Like Jesuits. they would tcem 
ed to humble them-elves on their knees to persasce 
souls to fre from a God of wreath end venceence to their 
mercifal arms! Women and youth do not ciscover the 
deception. These deceivers follow the exomple of the 
serpent, who ventoréd not with his temptation to the 
man, bot made Eve his subject of attack and triumph. 
If, while these arts are in operation. the husband comes 
mm, and inquires whether he is to believe the minister to 
be more engaged in the salvation of souls than God | 
who sent his Son for that purpose ; if he ok the min-| 
ister whether be expects to be the means of saving any 
whom God predestinated to endless misery, or whether | 
he is concerned for fear some of the elect wil] be finally. 
lost, thes priest of Beal will noi have time to enter into 
questions of thrs mature, but will hurry out of the ho 
and wait s more favorable opportunity to renew hes in- 
simuations. As soon as he is gone, the wife will ex- | 
press ber regret that such questions should be stat~d to 
so good a minister, and will nearly weep for fear God 
is oGended because his righteous servant, who is trying 
to save souls from his wrath, wast pot more cord 
enterteined by the master of the bouse. 
My friends, 

ric of clerical superstition now stand ? 


ve hile they exert al] their arts to 


persuade @ con- 


‘ars to 


1 souls, 


auc realize what 
if Mamort: ike, how ave 


thes ! 
them guides lo 


O1-+yos8- 


use 
/5 
-is 
; la 
\¢ 


Crawn from them by the arts and ettreaties of their 


wives end children. 
i bhave said before, that 1 am not Ending fault with | 49¢ #° 


mothers and children, but with busbends end 
for not discountenancing what they sre sensib! 
roneous, 


ethers 
€ is er- 
and for not withbolding their sepport, from 
what they sre comrinced is a@ public injory. If it re- 
gures the strongest judgment, the most profound un? 
stemcing, the wisdom of experience end 
Geecermment to plan and direct the efairs 
government. = it @ reasomeble thing. tt 
of religion should be committed to the m 
female societies ? 


A 


~ 


May thet sober wisdom which is good to d 
Besbands end wives, parents and children. mesters end 
servant: to know God as the Father of 2!] Creation, 


eod to love him and keep bis commandments. 


irect jesd 
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To the Rev. «J. W. 


Deer Sir,—1 intended no inc vility 
eatron 





nm 


my coOmmuni- 


on the subject of future pumishmen*’, as 


mtended mone in replying to your remarks, of 


Sth, “ opon the seutimente) pert of my commenice-! 
. —— ' . . - 
thon Our Lord Jesus Christ heath set ue an example { 
that we should follow his steps ; end | know mot, that 


m detectsng error, be ever pzid « 


‘tipctions, 


any regard to secterian 


; 
ves were os freely dealt 


- 
His twelve diecip 
with, for them errors, as bis open ememres. As it 


@esire to fvilow bim through evil report as well as cox 


* 
= 


ood 


peport, you will please to consider me in this heht. in 
eidressmg you on the subject of your sermon; or ralh- 
er that port of it whech relates to punishment in a fu- 


tore state. 


On the point I em willing ¢! 
h 


whether { be foun 


yat errors? 
jetectec, in me. 


or thus relstec 


OF GY 


ener 


ead | esk mo favors 
te cenfer pone. 


. 
ns sake 


Wf penishmaent iw e 


safety.— | 


ee SS 


| must necessarily app! 


| grace 


' 

iwhich I re 
' : a] 
| clude the inhabif«ats, 


on what foundation does the mighty fab- | remains for yon to shew ‘ai the iand o 
it is principally | cluding the 
supported by the influence of women and youth; and | of jud empent iu a future stat 
it is a plein fact that the good sense of men in general beck vron me (say } 
revolts at it, and that they give it support only as it is | emts 


| for ther 


it Was 
imtroduced in tue sermon of rours, presented tome. |! 


Juve | 


‘ 


my * 


yect was f> shew 
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t be 


lreally @ seriptural coctrin proved. ifit be 
| not. | should rej “e to «ee it abandoned. 

You say. “fl rightly understand your exposition” 
of Fize. x1) 53d to the end, **it ts the city of Sodom, 
ind not the mhalifanis which was destroyed, and is to 
be restored.” How came you, sir, to underetand me, 
“it is the city. and not the inhabitants, which wae de- 


and is to be restored ?”° 


nt the city une 


strored, Surely | said noth Ling 
My ob- 


ond cannot mean per- 


ecled with wnhah 


uants. 
that erty and 


cone in a separa/e siate; and, therefore t the jndg- 
ment, (Mat. xi 24 which — ssid it would be 
'more tolerable for the land of Sodom, than Capernaum, 


T 


] agree to your r assertion, 


here in this world. 

hat *“*thereis not a sinz'e in- 
stance, which I have sdduced to my putpose where 
cily or and does not include the inh 
other hand | call up 
gle 


Therefore 


3 
On the 
on you to shew that there is a sin- 
where cify or land 


vabiten ts, 99 


instance does sot include the 


land and busldings with the innabilants, either in their 
, 


destruction, judgment, punishment or restoration; and 
to show (if indeed you beheve in that which you have 
admitted, viz. future penrhment) how the cases of 
dom and Capernanom, “ prove thet there 
beyond death.” 

As you dechare ** there is not 
ferred, ** where 


So- 


- 


instance”’ to 
city or Jand does not in- 


. , 
singic 


a 


Sodom as the subject of the judrment of which Christ 
spake in Mat. 31 24. | think you have clearly invali- 
lated your own objectio lf this be not the case, it 


om, 


tvi- 


¢ burldin 


geend inhcabita 


the 


ef the ancient Sodomite 
have pone.” Well, 
t= Sodom : that is to 


ts a iend or 


stored 


4 
~ 







=* 
a 


and as | referred to the land of 


' priso 


are means of , 






‘Me. 








ir, 
i meant by Gentile ? 


profess to know. what they were called ? ? 


What, 
deer «ir. My dictionary tells me 
itis *“*e heathen; one wi.o knows not God.” There- 
fore, when Christ came to the Gentiles, he came to 
those who were pee of God, even es in the d 


cays of 
Noah; end when he 


thus came fo them. * the people 
that sat in darkness saw great hight, and to them that 
sat in the region and shadow of death, Irght sprung up. 
in this way, there ere indeed * means of grace after 
death ;”* aud if it be m thes light thet you contended 
for it, ]am very happy to agree with you. What I op. 
pose is the idea that spirite may be in prison, or in a state 
of punishment, separate from this earths body; for be- 
sides this earthy body, | read of no other but the heav- 
enly. It must be in ome of these Bodies that the spirit 
suffers imprisonment, or e)+e it miust be without any 
body, which precludes the idea of imprisonment. A 
body has form and dimensions, bul «pirit without « he- 
dy has neither. 


«* 


lf you will shew how that which has 
neither form nor dimensions can be at the same time in 
n, out of this earthy body, } may be brought to 
understand the subject. Or if you will show that spir- 
its may be in prison in the heavenly body,! may under- 
stand if; but otherwise | must consider the subject in 
the light I placed it, in my letter to you, and which the 

criptures appeer fo me to confirm. 

You object to my construction of the expression— 
* judged according to men in the flesh,’ which occurs 
inl Peter iv 6; which construction wae ** according to 
Jews under the law.” The amount of this construc- 
tion simply ie, that Jews and Gentiles are jndged upon 
the same principle; amd that the gospel was 


= 


reached 


to the Gentiles, that they might be thus judged, be- 
cause it had been preached to the Jews; and that. be- 


ing thus jedged, they might live aceording to God in 

the Pops If you choose to have this * judged accord- 
o the law of Moses,”* you may ; 

siruchion, nol mine. 

As I do not allow the word dead, 

the abore quotatio 

me tc 


es 


bus i412 your own 


in the 6th verse of 
m to mean temporal death, you request 
inform you what it means, 
The verse alluded to reads, ‘* Who shall give ac- 
count to him that is ready to judge the guick and the 


in the verse preced- 


desd.” J em willing to comply with yourreguest. |, 
therefore give it as my opinion, that the dead were 
those who had not then heard the gospel. The sound 


f the go-pel awoke the Jews, “some to everlasting 


life, and some toshame and everlasting contempt ;*" 
bot most of them to 


centempt. Thus awskened from 
spiritual death, they are called the quick, as having 
mors] sensation. The Gentiles, who did not hear the 
gospel until the Jews had heard and rejected it, stil! re- 
ane dead , but Christ was ready to judge them when 

e came in the spirit, as he did on the day of Pentec 

“Tor conclusion that, 


preach to the spirits in 5 


+ 
She 


because Christ is said to 
orison which were disobedient in 
the time of Noah, he preached to the spirits of all the 
bedient in a separate state, 
conclude, that, 


; I address denomination 
ans in the world, whom 1 esteem to be 
sir, In your way 


iS aS UNWarrantable as 
because | address thie Iet- 
it to every of 
in error, 
ms, why 


yore to 


you. 


of drawing couclusic 


,may I not conclude that you hold to the endless pun- 


iishment 


bounders of lend, mgt on ii” 
ncluding * the ia Met sey thet 
e place of such a « conta2in- 
ng tu:idine? and Bone! Isee 
NO more reasou for ¢ the inhabitants 
f Sodem «re to be restored from a <tzte of punishment 
m an imvesible world, than for the supposition, that the 
iamc end Bulicings of the same are to be restored fro 
the same condition The seriptere s: sys, “* tbe waste, 
and desolate, end ruimed cities” shall become * fenced 
atid iat ebited.“’ (Eze. xaxxvi 35 But it does not say 
that either the land, building: or inbabitants shal] come 
rom purgatory 
You object to my comments on 1 Peter iii 18—20, 
that I make Christ to go ** by his spirit after he was 
pat to death im the fiesh, and preach to the Gentiles 
|who were disobedient in the days of the apostles.” |] 
endeavored, sir, to shew that Christ went, by the spirit, 
n the apostles. and preacl ed to the Gentiles, after he | 
res pot to death in the fiesh, for the purpose of brinz- 
mz forth the prisoners out of the pricon . in conformity 
to the prophecy of Isaizh; (ecLap. xlii 6 7.) and con- 
sider these to be the spirits m prison, which were 
sobecirnt when once the longs snffering of God waited 
n the Cays of Nosh; but | seid nothing ebout their be- 
tg cirobedient in the dave of the anosties, Your 
charge, theretore, that this is ** a bold departure frow 
he €Lpress late ege of the epostie.”’ is DOt sudstan- 
if sp.rits ever were, or can n any e¢ prison 
‘nmap the Secy of sin, ave yet to iearn wisat ay 
where it Can De We he no c nie? the spirit's 
rows; inte any p n er €ates t bod. f it ip 
s © Wer he Gentiles t broeckt tr. 
s * 
: £ ¥ the p NEC .- st a $; tu 
: ? And, if se, were they tually PTise 
r . emthe c ‘ty respecting their t ~ Uulse- 
o : Guys or} i } *s¥ tMow Hotle 
z of th tecrevises berg calicd Gen boyor 


of all the human race? Because you admit 
me will be punisted in a future state, I draw tle 
conclusion that you admit that all will be thus punish- 
And because you admit thet pnnishment, in « fu- 


ture state, May continue, say forty-nine thousand years, 


+} 4 «<r 
hat €0 


ec. 


| draw the conclusion that you hold it will be endless. 
| trust this will satisfy you with such couclusions, and, 
or the presept, conclude this subject, by sub-cribing, 
your friend, - Brees, 
— 
When a person jest* upon Religion, or declares it is 
indid: rent whet Relizion we ar , is most certam, 
at nse sofnol bez matali | 
lear cly think ghoet man to be in his right wind, 
say) Licero, who is Gcstslute } : 
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THE TRUTHS OF THE GOSPEL ARE SUCH 
AS TO SATISFY THE SOUL. 
Compendium of a Sermon, from 


Isaiah Jv 2.—** Wherefore do ye spend money for thal 
achich is not bread 2 and your labor for that which 


9 


-~* 


salisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat 


ye thal which is good, and let your soul delight itself 


in fainess.”” 

The verse preceding reads thus: ** Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money; come ye, buy ahd eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price.’? In 
this verse, the walers, wine and milk, undoubtedly de- 
note the consolations, joys, and spirttual sustenance, 
which the systew of divine Truth affords its believers. 
The same figurative way of speaking is continued into 
our text, which is the next verse, where the nature of 
true religion is represented by bread, which is good to 
the taste, and by fatness in which the sou! will delight. 
‘+ Hearken unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and 
tet your soul delight itself in fatness.” 

The particular doctrine of our text is this: that the 
system of divine Truth,—the system of True Religion, 
—is of such a nature as to afford the natural sustenance 
te the mind, as bread does to the body; and is not on- 


UNIVERSALIST 


Let us now make use of this doctrine as a rule to 
‘assist ue in aseertaining what the truthis. By it, Jet us 
_examine those different religieus ¢ystems which are 
urged upon us as being the truth; and see, in the first 
place, whether they are good, and of such a nace that 





|we can delight in them. If they are not, what have we 
to do with them? God says, ‘* hearken diligently un- 
to aie, and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
soul delight itself in fatness.”? Again, let us see wheth- 
er they are such as sa/isfy. WW not, the inquiry is 
decided at once: they are not the truth, and we ought 
not to spend our money ner our Jabor for them. 

We will here mention some religious systems which 
: are of this description : All the doctrines of partial or 
limited salvation, are, from their very nature, incapable 
of satisfying any christian under heaven. Christians 
may doubtless believe in them, and pay their money, 
and spend their labor for them; but then it is certain 
that all this while, not one of them can be satisfied with 
what those doctrines promise. The very spirit of Chris- 
tianity wil] not suffer them to be contented with the 
salvation of apart of the human race only. They 
pray, as God commands, for all; and would to heaven 
they could Jearn to comply with the whole command- 
ment, and so pray withoul doubling, believing that they 
shall receive. 

It is true, there are a few hardy professors, who, 
when closely pressed in argument, will pretend that 
they do not know but they can say they are willing 
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ly so good and pleasant as to cause the soul to delight that their fellow-creatures should go to endless torment, 
itself in it, but is even sufficiently so to salisfy its de- | if it be God's will; but here they no more realize what 
sires. It is important that we mark particularly this. they say, than they do when they profess to be willing 


characteristic, viz. It satisfies. Let it be observed 
too, that according to our text, one characteristic of a 
false doctrine is, that if satisfies not. ‘* Wherefore do 
JO vccsce spend your labor for that which satisfieth 
not?” There may be food which in iteelf is pleasant, 
presented to a person in so small a quantity as to be 
utterly incompetent to salisfy his appetite; but the 
‘Truth is not liable to this imperfection. . 

This doctrine of our text is the same that is declared 
in other scriptures: Jn the 6th of John, Christ says, “1 
am the bread of life ; he that cometh to me, shall nev- 
er hunger; and he that believeth on me, shall never 
thirst.» You know that were the bread and waters of 
life, in their nature, ever so well adapted to meet our 
wants, the supply of them must yet be so constant and 
abundant as to safésfy our desires, or we should still] 
hunger and thirst. Thanks to God, in Jesus Christ we 
find this full sufficiency ; *¢ it pleased the Father that 
in him should all fullness dwell.” 

In the 132d Psalm, God says of his church, Zion, ‘** I 
will satisfy her poor with bread.” Here is the same 
bread of life promised, and in the same plenteousness : 
it shall satisfy. 

But not to multiply quotations of single passages on 
this poiut, it will be sufficient to remark that the well- 
known requirement for us to believe that we shall re- 
ceive, whatever blessings we pray for, is a strikivg con- 
firmation of the doctrine of our text and of the other 
Scriptures quoted. You recollect that our Saviour 
commanded his disciples thus: ‘* What things soever 
ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall receive.” [Mark xi 24.] By this, every 
one can perceive that the blessings which God fias in 
etore, are such as completely to satisfy all the prayer- 
ful desires of his children; because if this were uot the 
case, they could not in truth be required to believe 
that they should receive all which these desires em- 
brace, as they certainly would not receive so much.— 
God never commands his worshippers to believe a lie. 
St. Paul also says, ** I will that meo pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dowb/ing.” [1 
Tim. ii 8 ] 


(rath, or in other words, of the gospel, embraces all 
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that the spirit of God leads us to ask, we ought never 
® dvub! that our petitions will-be granted, when we 
Pray. 


As the unchangeable system of eternal | 


'to be damned, themselves, to al] eternity. If it be 
God’s will! Do they not know that it is God’s will 
that all men should be saved, and come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth? Why, then, talk about its being his 
will that they should be forever lost ? 

No my christian friend, whoever you are, you can- 
not, in honesty, say that it satisfies you to have your 
fellow-creatares forever lost. You cannot say that a 


it? Do not say that the gospel of Universal Salvation 
is too good to be believed ; for God bimeelf graciously 
urges you to receive that which is good, and telet your 
soul delight itself in abundance. MARCUS. 


——=- (J = 
FOR TRE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Short Sermons....No. VIII. 


‘“* Be ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh a reason of the hope that is in you.”»—1 Pe- 





ter iii 15. 

Another objection to Universalism is, that it is not a 
popular doctrine. This is generally made with great 
care, oftener in private than public, but it undoubtedly 
lays with great weight on many minds. It is said that 
none but sinners go to hear it preached. Those that 
denominate themselves the great and the good wish for 
something better. The wealthy and the proud whose 
greatest care is to obtain many luxuries which others 
cannot enjoy, have no relish for a doctrine which dis- 
penses the favors of heaven liberally and equally to all. 
Those that would monopolize eternal truth and immor- 
tality, wall say little in favor of a doctrine which gives 
to others as much as itdoes to them. A doctrine which 
represents God as ** good lo all,”’ and as willing and ef- 
fecting the salvation of all will always be unpopular a- 
} mong those whose spirit leads them to say, ** Stand by 
‘thyself,” for | am more religious, more wealthy, more 
learned than thou art. 

The present objection we shal} not endeavor to re- 
i fute. 
\.euled—detested by the carnal aind, 





Universalism ts unpopular—despised—misre pre- 
But we do not 





belief in so horrible a doctrine delights your souk It is 
not the bread of life ; it is the poison ofdeath. Where- 
fore then will yom-spend your money and your labor for 





1! 






esteem this evidence of its falsity, Indeed we kuow 
that christianity at its commencement was considered 
so. The rich, the proud, and the arrogant could not 
bear it. It levelled the distinctions which they had 
made, and brought them down to an’equality with the 
rest of mankind. They raised a clamor agaiust it, and 
crucified its founder, 

Perhaps there is nothing which has had more influ- 
ence vpon the minds of mankind, particularly in regard: 
to religious concerns, than popularity. It is much to 
be feared that professed followers of the meek and low- 
ly Jesus, who refused the honors of this world, and com- 
batted the popular doctrines of the age in which he liv- 
ed, have been governed and led astray by a love of it. 
It however, appears extremely wrong for any one, es- 
pecially the ministers of the Christian Religion, to de- 
part from the native simplicity of the Christian faith, to 
excite the applause of mankind. It was this manner 
of procedure which corrupted christianity ; for many 
errors can be traced to this source as their origin. His- 
tery informs us that the early christiane could not bear 
to be called the followers of a crucified Jew; they 
could not endure this reproach, and, therefore, mingled 
the doctrine of Christ with the popular doctrines of 
their day. This uncouth, unnatural coalition produc- 
ed that heterogeneous, hydra monster the Trini/y. 

It is lamentable to perceive that christians in latter 
days have followed these leaders. Fired with a love of 
popularity, 20 sacrifice was deemed too great to obtain 
it. It was not long after the humble Son of God left 
this world before his ministers began to pant for distine- 
tion. They could not content themselves with being 
the equals of the people, they must be their masters.— 
From this it was soon thought that the clergy were a 
class superior to other men. And then they began to 
decorate themselves with bands, surplices, robes, and 
gowns; to assume elevated titles, such as priests, car- 
dinals, popes, lords, gods, &c. &c. Not content with 
having something better than others in this world, they 
must hare it in the next, and therefore, eternal woe 
was denounced as the portion of the poorer, wickeder 
class. And this was not all, it soon became popular to 
burn heretics at the stake. John Calvin, who was a 
very popular man, and whose doctrines are somewhat 
popular now, was the means of Servetus’ death. In- 
quisitions have been very popular, and the most popu- 
Jar men of some countries have been engaged in them. 
Thousands of lives have been sacrificed by the popular 
part of mankind for the glory of God, and the honor of 
the church. It is very popular in England for the cler- 
gy to take atenth part of the people’s income, and 
when this could not be obtained any other way,—the 
popular clergy have thrown men into prison, seized 
their plantations, rifled their houses of provisions and 
furniture, and turned their wives and ebildren penny - 
less into the street. H was popular for the Pope to sell 
indulgences, and for the people to buy license to sin te 
_ the amount of ten, twenty, Gfty, and one hundred dol- 
| lars. 
| Every thing that has been popular has not been good, 
neither has every unpopular thing been bad. A duc- 
{rine may be despised, decryed and misrepresented, all 
| this by councils, synods, presidents of colleges, minis- 
_ters and governors, and still be true. In their eyes it 
may be as diminutive as a mustard seed and yet be- 

come a great tree. The carnal miud will oppose im- 
partiality untill its destruction > those who have imagin- 
-ed all the joys of heaven for themselves and none for 
‘others, wdl murmur if every man receives a penuy ; 
‘but it is the immutable law of heaven, and the un- 
| changeable word of Jehovah, that ** every valley shal! 
be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low, the 
‘crooked straight and the rough places plain ; the glory 


of the Lord sball be revealed and all flesh shall see it 
| together.” RICHAKDS, 





; 


} ng 

| tis a sign of great prudence to be willing to recive 
instruction: the most Intelligent persom sometimes 
statcie in need of it 
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Address to the Mummy 


AT BELZONUS EXHIBITION, 


And thou hast walk’d about (how strange a story ‘) 
In Thebe’s streets, three thousand years ago, 
When the Memnoniom was in all ils glory, 
And Time had not begun to overthrow 
Those temples, palaces, and piles stupendous, 
Of which the very ruins are tremendous. 


Speak ! for thou long enough hast acted Dummy, 
Thou hast a tongue—come—let us bear its tune ; 
Thou’rt standing on thy legs, above ground, Mummy * 

Revisiting the glimpses of the moon, 
Not like thin ghosts or disembodied creatures, 
But with thy bones and flesh, and limbs and features. 


Tell us—for doubtless thou canst recollect, 
To whom we should assign the Sphinx’s fame ; 
Was Cheops or Cepbrenes architect 
Of either Pyramid that bears bis name? 
is Pompey’s Pillar really a misnomer ? 
Has Thebes a hundred gates, as sung by Homer? 


Perhaps thou wert a Mason, and forbidden 
By oath to tell the mysteries of thy trade,— 
Then say what secret melody was hidden 
In Memnon’s statue which at sun-rise play’d ° 
Perhaps thou wert a Priest—if so, my struggles 
Are vain, for priestcraft never owns its juggles. 


Perchance that very hand, now pinion’d flat, 
Has hob-a-nob’d with Pharaoh, glass to glass ; 
Or drop’d a halfpenny in Homer's hat, 
Or doff’d thine own to let Queen Dido pass, 
Or held, by Solomon’s own invitation, 
A torch at the great Temple’s dedication. 


I nee® not ask thee if that hand, when arm’d, 
Has any Roman soldier mau)’d and knuckled, 

For thou wert dead, and buried, and embalm’d 
Ere Romulus and Remus had been suckled :— 

Antiquity appears to have begun 

Long after thy primeval race was run. 


Thou could’st develop, if that wither’d tongue 
Might tell us what those sightless orbs have seen, 

How the world look’d when it was fresh and young, 
And the great Deluge still bad left it green— 

Or was it then so old that History’s pages 

Contain’d no recor’d of its early ages? 


Still silent, incommunicative elf? 
Art sworn to secrecy? then keep thy vows ;— 
But prythee tell us something of thyself, 
Reveal the secrets of thy prison-house ; 
Since in the world of spirits thou hast slumber’d, 
What has thou seen-what strange adventures number’d? 


Since first thy form was in this box extended, 

We have, above-ground, seen some strange mutations; 
The Roman empire has begun and ended ; 

New worlds have risen —we have lost old nations ; 
And countless kings have into dust been humbled, 
While not a fragment of thy flesh has crumbled. 


Did-t thou not hear the pother o'er thy head, 
When the great Persian conqueror, Cambyses, 
March’d armies o’er thy tomb with thundering tread 
O’erthrew Osiris, Orus, Apis, Isis, 


? 


And sbook the Pyramids with fear and wonder, 
When the gigantic Memuon fel] asunder ? 


ifthe tomb’s secrets may not be confess*d, 
The nature of thy private life untold :— 

A heart hast throbb’d beneath that leathern breast, 
And tears adown that dusky cheek have roll’d:— 

Have children cliab'd those knees, and kiss'd that face? , 


What was thy neme and station, age ead race? 


Statue of flesh—Immortal of the dead! 
linperishable type of evanescence ! 
Posthumous man, who quitt:t thy narrow bed, 

And standest undecay~d within our presence, 
Thou will hear nothing till the Judgment morning, 
When the great trump shall thrill thee with its warning. 


Why should this worthless tegument endure, 
If its undying guest be lost forever ? 
O let us keep the soul enibalm’d and pure 
In living virtue, that when both must sever, 
Although corruption may our frame consume, 
Th’ immortal spirit in the skies may bloom. 
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Reply to * Paul.” 


Dear Sir,—You propose the following question for 
Universalists: ** In which state of existence is the fol- 
lowing truth of the sacred scriptures to be manifested, 
in this, or in a future state? There are some, ‘ Who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his power.” ” 
By this question you imply that you believe, that the 
text recited, stands in opposition to Universalism, and 
in favor of endless misery. As this is your sentiment, 
why did you not do more than barely to ask this ques- 
tion? We, who profess to believe in Universal Salva- 
tion, are desirous of knowing, what we are now ignor- 
ant of, viz. that there is any scripture testimony in 
proof of endless misery, if this in fact be the case. If 
you think you see any necessity of carrying the pun- 
ishment mentioned in the passage, under consideration, 
into a future state, why did you not state your reasons 
for the same? It seems that you depend entirely on 
the superstition, which is founded on erroneous educa- 
tion, to support the application of this text to a future 
state; and in sodoing yeu imitate the example of the 
clergy in general, They know that common people, 
who have not shaken off the fetters of superstition, bav- 
ing been educated in the belief of a hereafter punish- 
ment, and in the habit of applying the threatenings and 
punishments denounced in the scriptures, to the eter- 
nal world, will receive all such passages as evidence to 
disprove Universalism; and therefore, they are willing 
to rely on this blind superstition, knowing that they 
have nothing which is more substantial for the support 
of this sentiment. 

Your question, sir, comes with a bad grace—you can- 
not suppose that Universalists, who have been compel- 
led, by reading the scriptures, to renounee the doctrine 
of endless, unmerciful punishment, have neglected to 
examine the text, under consideration ; and you ought 
to know how they understand the text, for they Lave 
published to the world their views of it years ago. If 
_you are among those wilfully biind, who will not read 
| the writings of the Universalists, nor hear them preach, 
why do you give yourself the trouble to ask a question 
_which indicates nothing but your ignorance, and what 
is necessarily conneeted with it? 

After giving you this reprimand, which I do in sin- 
cere faithfulness, 1 will offer a suggestion or two re- 
specting the passage in question. 

The words which follow the passage, and which be- 
long to the same sentence, seem to indicate that the 
apostle was speaking of an event which would take 
place in this world ; see the text; ** Who shall be pun- 








ished with everlasting destruction from the presence of | 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power; when he} 
shall come to be glorified in Lis saints and to be admired 








in all them that believe in thatday.’? Ifa futare world 
was in the apostle’s mind, yy should he say; ** when 
he shall come to be glorified,’ &c.? Why did he not 
say; when his saints shall go into the eternal world to 
glorify him? J will further remark, that when our Sa- 
viour spake of his coming in his glory, be uniformly 
gave his disciples to understand, that the event 
would take place during the natural life of some of 
them. Ycu will please further to notice, that neither 
in the text, respecting which your question is stated, 
nor in the context, are there any intimations of an 
hereafter, eternal state. H. BALLOU, 
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A few Questions concerning the Messiah. 


1. Is Curist * the Saviour of the World ;°~if 
he is, 

2. Can he be s/rictly called * the Saviour of the 
World,” unless the World is saved by him? 

3. Can the world be saved-by Curist, or in other 
words ; can Christ save the world, and yet al! men not 
be saved? 

4. Can Christ save all men and not be the Univern- 
SAL SAviouR ? 

5. If, Christ is the Untversat Saviorr, is the doc- 
icine of UNIVERSAL SALVATION inconsistent ? 

W. D***, 
——— 0: 0 a 
From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
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One of the reverend doctors of divinity, in this city, 
who called upon the public, in the National Advocate, 
of Feb. 3d, 1821, saying, ** Come forward with us, 
then, and let ws make another effort to obtain for him 
[Christ,] a greater portion of the heathen as his inheri- 
tance, and another region of the earth for his posses- 
sion,’ was lately called upon to pay fen dollars and fil- 
ty cents, which was due from a member of his family te 
amussionary sociely in this city, for subscriptions of 
some time standing; and ** us”—this man of tongue, 
refused to pay the money! ! ! 

Note—It was certainly a barbarous proceeding to de- 
mand this great sum from a poor doctor of divinity, who 
receives only about $3000 a year, when there are se 
many rich laymen in his parish, who have the enermous 
income of $500, or $1000 per annnm! 
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ERRATUM. 


In the advertisement, concerning the laying of the 
Corner Stone of the New Meeting House, in Cambridge- 
port, an error escaped our notice. After the sentence, 

‘In the year of Christ 1822,’ ‘and of light 5822,° 
should follow. 








MARRIED, © 
In this City.—By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Joseph 
G. Torrey, (editor of the Bath Gazettee,) to Miss Emi- 
ly Hoton. 
By the Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr. Eber. Sampson to Miss 
Harriet Howe. 





DIED, 

In Wrentham, Mass.—On the 4th inst. Mr. SrLAs 
METCALF in the 76th year of his age. 

In justice to bis memory, it may with truth be said, 
that those virtues which commend the husband, the 
father, the citizen, and the christian shone conspicuous- 
ly in his manner of life. For many years he professed 
a belief in the doctrine of Universal Salvation. as re- 
vealed in the holy scriptures ; and in this faith and un- 
der its firm support, he patiently endured his Jast, Jin- 
gering, wasting sickness, and met death without a mur- 
mur and without a fear. May his death be sanctified 
to his family and his friends, and may the faith, which 
gave him support and consolation in death, be their 
happy inheritance until they rejoim his society in the 
mans'ons of rest. 


EOS, [es 


